
 

 

California Coastal Commission October 4, 2006

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL INTERN 
 

PUBLIC EDUCATION PROGRAM 
 

FULL OR PART-TIME VOLUNTEER POSITION 
 

SAN FRANCISCO  
  

We are seeking one or two talented, highly motivated individuals to assist the Public Education 
Program of the California Coastal Commission in conducting research to further its program 
goals and to help with a variety of other projects. Must be able to commit to at least 10 hours 
per week. 

Background. The Coastal Commission is a state agency charged with protecting coastal 
resources and managing coastal development in California. The Commission’s Public Education 
Program educates and involves Californians in protecting the coast and ocean and keeping 
them free of pollution. Our programs include: Adopt-A-Beach, Coastal Cleanup Day, the Waves 
Wetlands and Watersheds Science Activity Guide, the Whale Tail Grants Program, the Coastal 
Stewardship Pledge, the on-line Marine, Coastal and Watershed Resources Directory, the 
Adopt-A-Beach School Assembly and Kids’ Cleanup Program, the Upper Newport Bay 
Community-Based Restoration and Education Program, the Boating Clean and Green 
Campaign, and the Whale Tail License Plate. The Public Education Program is staffed by a 
small team of professionals who work closely together.  

The Positions. The interns will conduct a research project, and will provide administrative 
support and other assistance on a variety of Coastal Commission public outreach and 
educational projects. The following research projects are possibilities: 

 Smoking Ban Research. A number of communities in California have recently 
enacted bans on smoking on their public beaches. The intern would research the 
locations of and history of these bans, and would compile data from Coastal 
Cleanup Day and other sources to look at whether the bans have reduced 
cigarette butt litter. 

 Beach Wheelchair Usage Study. The Commission has had a beach wheelchair 
grant program in place for a number of years. In addition, many coastal locations 
have purchased their own beach wheelchairs. The study would look at how well 
the beach wheelchairs are being used by the public. If usage is lacking, the 
intern would also work on an outreach plan to increase usage. 
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 Global Warming Research. The Public Education Program would like to educate 
the public about how climate change will affect the California coast. The intern 
would research the topic and would work with a team to plan how best to 
incorporate the information on our website. 

 Green Business Certification Programs – waste minimization policies. The 
Commission works on the issue of marine debris. One of the myriad solutions to 
the marine debris problem involves reducing waste at its source. The intern 
would research existing green business certification programs, with a focus on 
the policies that address waste reduction. The intern would analyze these 
policies to determine if they are adequate or should be strengthened. A second 
phase could involve working with the certification programs to strengthen these 
policies (this would depend on the findings of the research and on the length of 
the internship). 

Desired Knowledge, Skills and Abilities: 
• Knowledge of the subject area; 
• Excellent research and writing skills; 
• Ability to analyze and interpret environmental and other data; 
• Ability to communicate complex policy issues to the public, and to communicate well 

with supervisor and team-members; 
• Ability to work well as a member of a team; 
• Ability to take direction and work independently; 
• Resourcefulness and initiative; 
• Creativity; 
• Ability to use databases and spreadsheets. 
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ELIGIBILITY:   Equivalent to graduation from or current enrollment in college (junior or senior) with a 
major or minor in a related field such as environmental education; environmental 
studies; urban, regional or environmental planning; environmental law; environmental 
science; earth sciences; geography; political science; or ecology.  OR:  Graduate 
student in a college or university of recognized standing in the same fields.  OR:  
Equivalent to graduation from a 4-year college with any major and six months intern 
experience with supervised practical training comparable to Student Assistant, 
Graduate Student Assistant or Environmental Services Intern in a work assignment 
related to planning, managing or regulating uses of land or water.    

CONTACT: Christiane Parry, Manager 
Public Education Program  
(415) 904-5208 cparry@coastal.ca.gov 

FILING: Applications accepted until the positions are filled.  A statement of interest, current 
resume, and a writing sample that demonstrates research and analytical abilities are 
required.  Please submit to: 

Christiane Parry 
California Coastal Commission 
45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000 
San Francisco, CA 94105–2219 
 

For more information about the Commission’s Public Education Programs, visit our Internet 
website at: www.coastforyou.org . 
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